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UNCCD Indicator Framework

Trends in:

• Population living below the 

relative poverty line and/or 

income inequality in affected 

areas 

• Access to safe drinking water in 

affected areas 

• Proportion of the population 

exposed to land degradation, 

disaggregated by sex 

Trends in:

• Land cover 

• Land productivity 

• Carbon stocks above and 

below ground 

• SDG indicator 15.3.1 – 

Proportion of land that is 

degraded over total land area 

Trends in:

• Bilateral and multilateral public resources 

• Domestic public resources 

• International and domestic private resources 

• Technology transfer 

• Future support for activities related to the 

implementation of the Convention

Trends in:

• Proportion of land under drought 

over the total land area 

• Proportion of the total population 

exposed to drought   

• Degree of drought vulnerability  

Trends in:

• Carbon stocks above and below ground 

• Abundance and distribution of selected species  

• Proportion of important sites for terrestrial and freshwater 

biodiversity that are covered by protected areas, by ecosystem type



Overview of LDN target setting work

• Supporting countries since 2015 (LDN pilot project - 14 pilot countries)

• LDN Target Setting Programme since 2016 (LDN TSP – global scale)

• 131 countries engaged in setting LDN targets 

• 113 countries have successfully completed this voluntary process

• LDN Target Setting Programme 2.0 since 2024 (18 countries for enhanced targets) 



LDN TSP received the 2018 

IUCN Global Impact Award.

Globally, this work has resulted 

in voluntary commitments to 

restore almost 600 million 

hectares of degraded land.

This constitutes the single 

largest contribution of 

country commitments to the 

global ecosystem restoration 

agenda and to the UN Decade 

for Ecosystem Restoration.

(Sources: PBL 2020 https://www.pbl.nl/en/publications/goals-and-commitments-for-the-restoration-decade and G20 GLI 2024 https://grih.info/reports/)

LDN targets NBSAP NDC Bonn Challenge 

2020 PBL assessment 450 90 250 210

2024 G20 GLI assessment 596 99 291 205

Overview of LDN-TSP: global impact
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SDG indicator 15.3.1

LAND COVER
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Good practice guidance

• The Good Practice Guidance (Version 2) provides the analytical methods 
for calculating SDG Indicator 15.3.1 using Earth Observation data 

• An addendum to the GPG will shed new light on specific methodological 
challenges faced by countries in 2022 reporting

https://www.unccd.int/publications/good-practice-guidance-sdg-

indicator-1531-proportion-land-degraded-over-total-land

Addendum to 

the GPG

SDG 15.3.1 
(in progress)

INTEGRATING LAND 

CONDITION ASSESSMENTS 

OVER TIME

TRACKING PROGRESS 

TOWARDS LDN

ENHANCEMENT OF 

DATASETS AND 

METHODOLOGIES
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SDG indicator 15.3.1: Status and Trends

Source: data.unccd.int



Country example: Colombia

National land cover data for 2001, 2012 

and 2019

12 land cover classes to capture key 

degradation processes

Land over transition matrix developed 

using a participatory approach

High level of confidence in the estimates



National soil organic 

carbon stock data

Changes in SOC stock 

were estimated  taking 

into consideration soil 

erosion and 

salinization 

processes, as well as 

the  potential for carbon 

sequestration 

Medium level of 

confidence in the 

estimates

Country example: Colombia



As of 2019, almost 30 % of the land was 

degraded in Colombia (vs 9% default 

estimates)

Medium level of confidence in the 

estimates

Country example: Colombia



National experiences of reporting 

Publication year: 2024

This publication showcases 

experiences from some 30 countries 
during the 2022 reporting process on 

the status and trends in land 
degradation and drought. It provides an 

insight to the range of approaches that 

countries have taken to overcome 
challenges related to data availability, 

reliability, analysis and upload, digital 
and geospatial literacy, as well as 

sufficient and timely financial resources.
Source: https://www.unccd.int/resources/publications/land-story-country-experiences-reporting-land-degradation-and-drought 
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Regional geographies pose unique challenges 

Small island developing states

Source: USGS/ESA Contains modified Copernicus Sentinel data (2018), processed by 
ESA, CC BY-SA 3.0 IGO

Hyper arid regions



Conclusion

LDN Targets are a cornerstone for the achievement of SDG Target 15.3 
and contribute the highest share to the global restoration commitment

An analysis of SDG Indicator 15.3.1 suggest at least 1.5. billion hectares of 
degraded land will need to be restored by 2030 for LDN to be achieved

National reporting using EO saw a major step forward in the 2022 reporting 
process, but challenges persist especially for certain regions 



Thank you

https://data.unccd.int/


	Diapositiva 1: Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN) and SDG Indicator 15.3.1: From global commitments to national implementation 
	Diapositiva 2: UNCCD Indicator Framework
	Diapositiva 3: Overview of LDN target setting work
	Diapositiva 4: Overview of LDN-TSP: global impact 
	Diapositiva 5: SDG indicator 15.3.1
	Diapositiva 6: Good practice guidance
	Diapositiva 7: SDG indicator 15.3.1: Status and Trends
	Diapositiva 8: Country example: Colombia
	Diapositiva 9: Country example: Colombia 
	Diapositiva 10: Country example: Colombia 
	Diapositiva 11: National experiences of reporting 
	Diapositiva 12: Regional geographies pose unique challenges 
	Diapositiva 13: Conclusion
	Diapositiva 14: Thank you

