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Work Plan 2017 – 2019: Policy Outreach Paper + Leaflet

Work Plan 2019 – 2022: Report on Data Integration Methods

Develop an outreach document 

à Main audience: 
Senior manager in NSIs, NMCA and 
ministries

Collect national best practice examples for data integration and describe methods in the 
context of the European strategies and developments (Data spaces, Geospatial Knowledge 
Infrastructure)

à Derive key recommendations on Data Integration Methods

Develop a leaflet

à Main audience: 
Policy makers who are not 
“geospatially related”

Line of Work ‘Data Integration’
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UN-GGIM: Europe link

2021 : Data Integration methods: the scope and approach

https://eur06.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fun-ggim-europe.org%2Fworking-groups%2Fworking-group-data-integration%2F&amp;data=04%7C01%7Cnathalie.delattre%40ngi.be%7C97cc6d29088b42039da608d9b0f79b45%7Ca7070084ac554dc988342009ecd7519a%7C0%7C0%7C637735400206742836%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=Ei%2F6di6UkgOubS4%2BE4NIvDIK7FUCUfD90Law5al5h3Y%3D&amp;reserved=0


Paper on Data Integration Methods: Recommendations 

• Define and implement valid Persistent Identifier (PID) 
• Agree upon common definitions and enforcement of fundamental geographies 

and linked data
• Make geospatial and statistical data interoperable, simple, and of good quality 
• Develop and implement sustainable and automated data integration processes
• Invest resources and capacity building 
• Embedded domains



from data-centric geospatial infrastructure (SDI)  to ‘Geospatial knowledge infrastructure (GKI)’ 

Data-centric (SDI)                                                                                Knowledge–centric (GKI)

into  end-user digital society FAIR Principles : machine readable data access

Recommendation : Data integration with varied domains ( Green 
deal)



Promoting the recommendations on DI,  webinar co-
organised with  GISCO fev/2022; conclusions and findings
• NMCAs and NSIs have to break the silos of their SDIs

• to evolve towards a Geospatial Knowledge Infrastructure, 

• Investing in ‘Linked Data’ and common ontologies
• Blocking factor: the lack of knowledge, skills and expertises in matter of data integration 

methods and processes
• Initiatives based on good willingness but not enough

• Solutions: European institutions must take a substantial and leading role by providing priorities 
and recommendations in matter of data integration, defining the impact of NSIs and NMCAS in 
the European data spaces and initiating European projects on the provision of SDG indicators.

•  Quality of Cooperation and collaboration between NMCAS and NSIs is key.
• Adaptation to  new technologies, investing resources and capacity building



§ To promote and conduct webinars on specific data 
integration topics 

Recording and presentations available on website
https://un-ggim-europe.org/un-ggim-europe-webinar-series/
§ To compile and put together use cases/discussion papers 

on best practices on data integration methods and produce 
recommendations and guidelines 

§ To support and promote capacity building and 
development initiatives on data integration 

§ à Link to global UN-GGIM work (EG ISGI)
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2022 ->: Line of Work ‘Data Integration’ – Work plan

https://un-ggim-europe.org/un-ggim-europe-webinar-series/


Webinars of LoW ‘Data Integration’

• 1st on 15 March 2023 
• Title: Data integration in Europe – challenges, findings, added value and cost 

savings
• Coordinator: Eurostat
• Presentations by Eurostat, DG REGIO, JRC
• Aim: To show data integration experiences and perspectives at the 

level of EU institutions and services
• Main outcome: 

• Use cases and best practices on data integration methods & recommendations 
and guidelines are still relevant

• Linked data approaches needs to be better explained to national statistical offices 
and geospatial agencies

• Geospatial knowledge is essential
• Evaluation Report: 



Webinars of LoW ‘Data Integration’

• 2nd on 19 June 2023 
• Title: The way towards a Geospatial Knowledge Infrastructure
• Coordinator: Nathalie Delattre (IGN Belgium) 
• Presentations by Geospatial World, EuroSDR, swisstopo
• Aim: To gain a greater understanding of the geospatial knowledge 

value-chain and how sustainable development is being driven by 
knowledge applications
• Main outcome:

• The geospatial knowledge concept is now in application in many fields like 
education, land monitoring, ecological transition and mobile maps applications

• Showing other best practices examples and use cases ( webinars)
• GKI is a concept but defining a step-by step approach or methodology to set-up 

GKI and clearly defining processes.  
• Evaluation Report: 



Webinars of LoW ‘Data Integration’

• 3rd on 7 November 2023
• Title: Linked Data in the European spatial data infrastructure – 

an operational view
• Coordinator: Markus Jobst (BEV Austria)
• Presentations by NSI Ireland, NMCA Finland & Netherlands
• Aim: To provide an up-to-date overview of the application and 

perspectives of linked data in NMCA and NSI 
• Main outcome:

• There is a huge gap between the technical implementation (vocabularies, 
thessaurii and ontologies) and policy makers for the topics of linked data and 
geospatial knowledge infrastructures.

• Evaluation Report: 



Line of Work ‘Data Integration’ – Next steps

• To evaluate the outcome of the webinars à separate evaluation reports
• To find gaps and requirements of data integration issues worth to be tackled by 

UN-GGIM: Europe in the future
• To use synergies and establish a substantial and fruitful cooperation with 

UNECE on capacity building
• To strengthen the link to the global UN-GGIM initiatives on data integration 

issues 



Next physical meeting (LoW ‘Data Integration & 
‘SDG’) on 15-16 April 2024 in Lisbon (including 
invitation to global UN-GGIM initiatives)

Please register if you would like to attend, we are happy to have 
you onboard!



Line of Work ‘Data Integration’ Chair:

 Pier-Giorgio Zaccheddu, Germany

  Federal Agency for Cartography and Geodesy (BKG)
 pier-giorgio.zaccheddu@bkg.bund.de 

 Line of Work ‘Data Integration’ Co-Chairs:

 Nathalie Delattre, Belgium

 National Geographic Institute (IGN)
 nathalie.delattre@ngi.be 

 

 Markus Jobst, Austria

 Federal Office of Metrology and Surveying (BEV)
 markus.jobst@bev.gv.at

 

Sabine Afflerbach-Thom, Germany

 Federal Agency for Cartography and Geodesy (BKG)
sabine.afflerbach-thom@bkg.bund.de 

Contact details

More information on our website:
https://un-ggim-europe.org/working-
groups/working-group-data-integration/ 
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Thank you for your attention!
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