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PROJECT OVERVIEW
UNECE is leading an EU-funded project to develop statistical capacity in geospatial and statistical data integration

Foster stronger links between 
statistical and geospatial 
communities across the 

UNECE region

Encourage greater integration of 
geospatial and statistical 

information

Facilitate greater collaboration 
amongst statistical and 

geospatial organisations

Promote stronger institutional 
partnerships and the use of 

common standards



Country Boundaries: World Countries Layer 2023
Sources: Esri; Garmin International, Inc.; U.S. 
Central Intelligence Agency (The World Factbook)

TARGET 
COUNTRIES



EXPECTED PROJECT IMPACTS

Increased awareness of the need for more integration of geospatial and 
statistical data, particularly within target countries.

A better understanding of the limitations of current geospatial and statistical 
data standards in the context of data integration.

Improved collaboration between the geospatial and statistical communities 
based on greater mutual awareness and understanding.



Develop an online survey and issue to all national statistical and geospatial organisations across the 
UNECE region to gain stakeholder insights on data integration.

Create a report describing the issues and obstacles hampering the greater integration of geospatial 
and statistical data, and potential solutions for overcoming them.

Establish a UNECE-led task force on standards issues relating to data integration.

Identify domains where integration is hampered by a lack of common standards and set priorities for 
standards harmonisation work.

Organise a joint UNECE/Eurostat/UN-GGIM: Europe Workshop on Integrating Statistical and Geospatial 
Data in Autumn 2023.

Create supportive material on data integration including a wiki space, blog series, methodological 
guidelines, cheat sheets etc.

Provide online consultations, training workshops or similar events as required.

PROJECT ACTIVITIES



PROJECT WORK PACKAGES



 Critical review of the published 
literature at international and regional 
levels.

 Structured assessment of activities 
within target countries and collation of 
use cases at national levels.

 SWOT analyses.

 UN-IGIF Strategic Pathways used as 
overarching themes:

• Governance & Institutions
• Legal & Policy
• Financial
• Data (& Technical Infrastructure)
• Innovation
• Standards
• Capacity & Education
• Communication & Engagement

DESKTOP
ASSESSMENT



UNECE SURVEY ON THE INTEGRATION OF STATISTICAL AND 
GEOSPATIAL INFORMATION

The survey was developed to:

• Obtain insight from the statistical and geospatial communities.
• Ensure the views of key stakeholders were included in the project.
• Acquire user feedback to inform the direction of project activities.

The survey was designed around 4 key areas:

1. Use of data and technology.
2. Involvement in wider activities at national and international levels.
3. Issues and obstacles to greater data integration.
4. Opportunity to register interest in future project activities.



SURVEY RESPONSE

Country Boundaries: World Countries Layer 2023
Sources: Esri; Garmin International, Inc.; U.S. 
Central Intelligence Agency (The World Factbook)

Context:

• Issued in March 2023

• 4-week completion period

Survey respondents:

• 67 organisations (15 from target 
countries) 

• 49 countries (including 11 target 
countries)

• 45 National Statistical Institutes 
(NSIs)

• 18 National Mapping and Cadastral 
Agencies (NMCAs)

• 4 other bodies

• 17 countries with responses from 
both NSI and NMCA

Thanks to everyone who responded for 
their valuable insights!



JOINT UNECE / EUROSTAT / UN-GGIM: EUROPE WORKSHOP
ON INTEGRATING STATISTICAL AND GEOSPATIAL DATA

• UNECE have led the organisation of the workshop in 
collaboration with Eurostat, UN-GGIM: Europe and 
our hosts, the Republic Geodetic Authority of the 
Republic of Serbia.

• Feedback from the UNECE Survey has guided the 
design and structure of the workshop.

• The workshop will focus on three main themes:

• Effective Governance

• Data and Technology

• People and Partnerships

Thanks to all involved and we look forward to 
tomorrow!



TASK FORCE ON STANDARDS ISSUES

• Aim to support the greater harmonization and interoperability of statistical and 
geospatial information through the use of common standards.

• Forum to:
o Discuss the use of standards
o Explore issues and constraints
o Identify priorities and future actions

• Organisation:
o Co-chairs: Statistics Finland and Ordnance Survey of Northern Ireland
o Secretariat: UNECE
o Members: 16 organisations from 12 countries (7 target countries), NSIs 

and NMCAs represented



TASK FORCE ON STANDARDS ISSUES

Planned Activities:

a) Understand the current use of standards and share use cases and best 
practice.

b) Determine the suitability of those standards to data integration activities and 
identify domains where data integration is hampered by a lack of common 
standards.

c) Identify priorities for standards harmonization work and recommend related 
actions.

Output:

• A report containing recommended actions and methodological guidelines to 
support their implementation at a national level.

Coordination:

• Engaging with the UN-GGIM EG-ISGI to ensure regional coordination.



WIKI SPACE

https://statswiki.unece.org/x/3wDnFw

https://statswiki.unece.org/x/3wDnFw


BLOG SERIES

https://statswiki.unece.org/x/OwLnFw

6 blog posts published so far including:

1. Welcome to Ingest, our new blog series on integrating  geospatial and statistical data

2. Data Integration: Key players and recent developments

3. UNECE Survey - Part 1: Background and Context

4. UNECE Survey - Part 2: Data and Technology

5. UNECE Survey - Part 3: Collaboration and Partnerships

6. UNECE Survey - Part 4: Issues and Obstacles

https://statswiki.unece.org/x/OwLnFw


FUTURE ACTIVITIES

Task Force on Standards 
Issues relating to the 

Integration of Statistical and 
Geospatial Information

Report containing 
recommended actions and 
guidelines produced by the 

Task Force.

Further developing the wiki 
space with supportive 

material and resources.

Producing regular blog 
posts for INGEST

Providing online 
consultations, training 
workshops or similar 

events.



THANKS FOR LISTENING

This document was produced with the financial assistance of the European Union. The views expressed herein can in no way be taken to reflect the official opinion of the European Union.
Graphical images in this presentation were sourced from Flaticon.com and Shutterstock.

https://www.linkedin.com/in/geospatialsara/

sara@geointelligence.space 
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