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Peter ter Haar

• “a Dutchie in the UK”
• Independent (geospatial) management consultant and interim 

manager
• Board member (elect) the Association for Geographic Information, UK
• Board Secretary UN-GGIM Private Sector Network
• Founding member of UN-GGIM
• Founding member of UN-GGIM: Europe
• Contributing author (2017-18) of the UN-GGIM Integrated Geospatial 

Information Framework
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Purpose

• The UN-GGIM Private Sector Network (PSN) is intended to facilitate direct 
connections and communication between the private sector and Member 
States and to collaborate with the Member States on global geospatial 
initiatives.
• The PSN shall facilitate ongoing collaboration between and among UN-

GGIM members and PSN participants to develop, build, and extend the 
world's capacity to benefit from geospatial information, thereby enabling 
countries to develop capacity in geospatial information, technologies, and 
services.
• Recognising the private sector's expertise, the PSN will create 

opportunities for this expertise to assist the UN-GGIM in developing 
national, regional, and global policies, processes, practices, capacities, 
and recommendations for geospatial information infrastructure.
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Membership

• The UN-GGIM PSN 
comprises 183 member 
organizations, including 21 
founding members.
• This network highlights the 

diversity in company size, 
offerings, and geospatial 
application categories and 
their global distribution.

4http://unggim-psn.org



Leadership 2023-25
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Board vision

An active Private Sector Network (PSN) of representatives 
working in a mutually beneficial collaboration with the 
members of UN-GGIM to play a leading role in setting the 
agenda for the development of global geospatial information 
and to promote its use to address key global challenges, 
enable citizen services and support the initiatives of the 
United Nations, particularly the global development agenda.
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Code of conduct

UNGGIM-PSN is voluntary self-organised group and shall have its own 
process and policies. Though UNGGIM Secretariat doesn't influence or 
interfere in day-to-day functioning, it's expected that PSN process and 
programs are compliant and aligned with UN-GGIM goals and 
guidelines.
• PSN members should provide and commit sufficient time to lead and 

organize the activities of PSN.
• PSN members are responsible for their own cost of attendance of UN-

GGIM activities.
• PSN members shall be conscious of any potential conflict of interest 

while engaging with member states in capacity of PSN member.
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Recent activities
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Recent activities
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Thirteenth Session, United Nations Headquarters, New York, 31 July to 4 August 2023 
 

This is an open event, and all delegates and observers are invited 
 
 

 

GEOAI: Opportunities and Challenges 
Monday, 31 July 2023 

15:00  - 17:00  
Conference Room A (Conference bldg.) 
United Nations Headquarters, New York 

 
CONCEPT NOTE 

 
 
Background 
 
GEO (Geomatics and Earth Observation) AI pertains to utilizing Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
techniques, like deep learning and machine learning, for processing and analyzing geospatial 
information. This enables us to better comprehend the physical world and our interactions with 
it at different scales, from individual to global. Geospatial data encompasses any data 
associated with a specific location on Earth, including data from UAVs, satellites, and sensors, 
maps, GPS tracks, socioeconomic data, transaction data, and textual references to locations. AI 
can help extract insights and identify patterns in geospatial data that conventional methods 
may not be able to uncover. 
 
As experts in geospatial analysis, we can contribute in two ways. In geodata-driven AI, machine 
learning models are trained on extensive datasets of geospatial data to uncover patterns and 
relationships. Our expertise in geospatial data is crucial in guiding the process of locating, 
sampling, collecting, cleaning, and validating geospatial data. This helps prevent the occurrence 
of the "garbage in, garbage out" phenomenon. In model-driven AI, explicit problem domain 
models are developed based on a profound understanding of the underlying principles and 
relationships. These models typically rely on mathematical or physical equations derived from 
various discipline-specific domains in geomatics. These models need to be enriched with AI 
techniques and models while incorporating perspectives from interdisciplinary fields. 
 
AI has now become commonplace in data processing, and therefore, we urgently need to 
discuss the advantages of this new approach and the threats it poses. This side event aims to 
provide a forum to facilitate such discussions, supported by the results of three surveys. The 
first two surveys were conducted by the UN-GGIM Academic Network, one targeting 
universities and the other aimed at UN-GGIM members. The third survey was administered to 
UN GGIM Private Sector members and was organized by this network. 
 
The UN-GGIM Academic Network and the UN-GGIM Private Sector jointly organize the side 
event. 



Global Representation
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Regional Presence

The Private Sector Network has an active presence in the UN-

GGIM regional committees in Asia Pacific, Africa, Arab States 
and Americas via its regional delegates.

Regional activities:

• Promoting DEI initiatives in Geospatial, promoting Public 
Private Partnerships, awareness building, capacity building, 

industry feedback, regional “virtual internship program” 
(Americas), student competition, …

• Side events to regional Committee meetings

• Active in most regional working groups
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Global Members

Membership Europe (selection)



(Re)activate PSN Europe

• The PSN believes there is a need for active 
collaboration between the private sector and 
the UN-GGIM region
• The PSN wants to re-establish an active network 

in the region.
• The PSN offers to work with the UN-GGIM 

Europe Committee to support the work 
program of the regional committee in capacity 
as observers.
• Focus area for PSN: strengthen implementation 

and roll-out of the IGIF
• Use experience in other regions as example
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Peter ter Haar – peter@terhaar.uk
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