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PROJECT OVERVIEW
UNECE is leading an EU-funded project to develop statistical capacity in geospatial and statistical data integration
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PROJECT ACTIVITIES
Develop an online survey and issue to all national statistical and geospatial organisations across the 
UNECE region to gain stakeholder insights on data integration.

Create a report describing the issues and obstacles hampering the greater integration of geospatial and 
statistical data, and potential solutions for overcoming them.

Establish a UNECE-led task force on standards issues relating to data integration.

Identify domains where integration is hampered by a lack of common standards and set priorities for 
standards harmonisation work.

Organise a joint UNECE/Eurostat/UN-GGIM: Europe Workshop on Integrating Statistical and Geospatial 
Data in Autumn 2023.

Create supportive material on data integration including a wiki space, blog series, methodological 
guidelines, cheat sheets etc.

Provide online consultations, training workshops or similar events as required.



PROJECT WORK PACKAGES



UNECE SURVEY INTEGRATION OF STATISTICAL AND GEOSPATIAL INFORMATION
• Obtain insight from the statistical and geospatial communities.
• Ensure the views of key stakeholders were included in the project.
• Acquire user feedback to inform the direction of project activities.

The survey was designed around 4 key areas:

1. Use of data and technology.
2. Involvement in wider activities at national and international levels.
3. Issues and obstacles to greater data integration.
4. Opportunity to register interest in future project activities.

Some recommendations:
• Identify and promote sustainable funding resources and models to support data integration activities at 

national levels.
• Enhance communication and engagement strategies to grow awareness of the benefits of data integration and 

better support the sharing of best practice and new technologies.
• Promote greater data standardisation and interoperability through harmonised standards, operating models, 

production processes and services.



SURVEY RESPONSE
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Context:

• Issued in March 2023
• 4-week completion period

Survey respondents:

• 67 organisations (15 from target 
countries) 

• 49 countries (including 11 target 
countries)

• 45 National Statistical Institutes 
(NSIs)

• 18 National Mapping and 
Cadastral Agencies (NMCAs)

• 4 other bodies
• 17 countries with responses from 

both NSI and NMCA

Thanks to everyone who responded 
for their valuable insights!



DATA AND TECHNOLOGY
Common NSI uses of geospatial data:

• Census operations
• Geocoding
• Spatial analysis
• Dissemination (e.g. grid statistics)

Common NMCA uses of statistical data:

• Data production and management
• Thematic map production
• Spatial analysis using demographic data



COLLABORATION AND 
PARTNERSHIPS

National working group activities:

• INSPIRE Directive
• Land use classification
• Data validation
• Spearheading use of geospatial data

Regional/International working groups:

• GISCO Working Group
• UN EG-ISGI
• UN-GGIM: Europe LoW on Data Integration
• EFGS



ISSUES AND 
OBSTACLES

Highest impact themes:

1. Financial
2. Communication & Engagement
3. Data & Technical Infrastructure



JOINT UNECE / EUROSTAT / UN-GGIM: EUROPE WORKSHOP
ON INTEGRATING STATISTICAL AND GEOSPATIAL DATA

• UNECE in collaboration with Eurostat, UN-GGIM: Europe and our hosts, the Republic Geodetic Authority of 
the Republic of Serbia (4-5 October 2023, Belgrade, Serbia).

• Feedback from the UNECE Survey has guided the design and structure of the workshop.
• Innovative and best practices, as well as lessons learned, on the integration of statistical and geospatial data.

• Effective Governance
• Data and Technology
• People and Partnerships

• Discussions: how to optimise current governance and policy frameworks, identify the skills needed to 
progress data integration activities, determine the best ways to communicate and engage with key 
stakeholders in the field, and identify the key building blocks needed to form successful and sustainable 
partnerships both now and into the future

Workshop wiki pages: https://statswiki.unece.org/x/7AHnFw

https://statswiki.unece.org/x/7AHnFw
https://statswiki.unece.org/x/7AHnFw


WORKSHOP’S KEY TAKEAWAYS
• Sharing experiences, best practices and connecting statistical and geospatial 

communities provided inspiration for future work and further collaboration.
• Frameworks are an important means of bringing different datasets together to 

solve common challenges. 
• Building trust in data is key and AI can help to harness the benefits of data and 

its integration.
• Stronger integrative framework needs to be developed.

• Shared understanding of common challenges at every level of 
organisation

• Benefits of integration data need to be more effectively communicated 
with decision-makers.

• Participation of EECCA countries in data integration activities will ensure 
that the benefits are equally achieved across the region.

Workshop wiki pages: https://statswiki.unece.org/x/7AHnFw

https://statswiki.unece.org/x/7AHnFw
https://statswiki.unece.org/x/7AHnFw


TASK FORCE ON STANDARDS ISSUES
• Aim to support the greater harmonization and interoperability of statistical and geospatial information 

through the use of common standards.

o Discuss the use of standards
o Explore issues and constraints
o Identify priorities and future actions

Activities (sub-groups on technical and on wider governance issues):

a) Understand the current use of standards and share use cases and best practice.

b) Determine the suitability of those standards to data integration activities and identify domains where 
data integration is hampered by a lack of common standards.

c) Identify priorities for standards harmonization work and recommend related actions.

Output:

• A report containing recommended actions and methodological guidelines to support their 
implementation at a national level.



TASK FORCE
• Chairs: Rico Santiago (Ordnance Survey of Northern Ireland) & Rina Tammisto (Statistics Finland)

• Secretariat: Sara Stewart & Taeke Gjaltema

• 18 Members, 13 countries, 11 NSOs and 6 NMCA

To Join:

• A report containing recommended actions and methodological guidelines to support their 
implementation at a national level.



WIKI SPACE

https://statswiki.unece.org/x/3wDnFw 

https://statswiki.unece.org/x/3wDnFw


BLOG SERIES

https://statswiki.unece.org/x/OwLnFw 

6 blog posts published so far including:
1. Welcome to Ingest, our new blog series on integrating  geospatial and statistical data
2. Data Integration: Key players and recent developments
3. UNECE Survey - Part 1: Background and Context
4. UNECE Survey - Part 2: Data and Technology
5. UNECE Survey - Part 3: Collaboration and Partnerships
6. UNECE Survey - Part 4: Issues and Obstacles
7. Low-down on the recent Joint UNECE / Eurostat / UN-GGIM: Europe Workshop

https://statswiki.unece.org/x/OwLnFw


FUTURE ACTIVITIES
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Task Force.
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INGEST
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training 
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similar events.
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