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GISCO - The Geographic Information System of the COmmission

* GISCO is a permanent service of Eurostat that answers the needs of
Eurostat and the European Commission for geographical information at the
level of the European Union, its Member States and regions.

* GISCO's main task is to provide reference geographical information and
related services for use within Eurostat and the Commission and to the
European citizens at large.
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GISCO - Stakeholders
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The main GISCO activities

Management of the geographical reference database of the Commission

Operation of the spatial data infrastructure of the European Commission including
corporate level services

Data processing, mainly for thematic mapping, spatial analysis, and data dissemination
Coordinate mapping activities within the Institutions and provide guidelines for maps

Chair the Commission’s Inter-Service Group on Geographical information (COGI) for
information exchange and internal EC coordination.

Lead actions under the Commission’s Information Management Steering Board
(geospatial data management, development of pan-European geospatial datasets,
capacity building, etc.)
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The main GISCO activities

Cooperation in initiatives for the establishment of a geographical information
infrastructure at European level (INSPIRE coordination team).

Spatial analysis for other EU institutions

Chair of the GISCO working group of National Statistical Institutes and National
Mapping and Cadastral Authorities

Support and promote activities for the integration of statistics and geospatial
information, (links with Eurostat thematic units, maps, GEOSTAT, EFGS, UNECE)

Participation to UN-GGIM and UN-GGIM: Europe initiatives representing the European
Commission
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The geographical reference database

It contains most of the essential geographical datasets of the Commission such as
topographic data and political boundaries. Geographical reference data are:

« are data which are of common interest for multiple internal stakeholders
« have defined quality characteristics

 subject to a regular data maintenance regime

The main users are policy DGs such as MOVE, ENER, REGIO, AGRI, MARE, SANTE and
ENV with a strong focus on regional policies. Other internal users are JRC and the European
Environment Agency (EEA).
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Gl data sources

« Topographic and cadastral data from
NMCAs and Eurogeographics

» Statistical data from NSIs and Eurostat

 Environmental data from National
environmental agencies, EEA

» National and EU geoportals and geo-
catalogues
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European Commission geoportal
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Geoportal of the Furopean Commission

Get started
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EUROSTAT Data
Portal

Here you will find data, services
and maps and more.
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GISCO - Corporate level services
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IMAGE - Make you own map for printing
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Spatial analysis e e e it b oS S (0
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Example: Airport Catchment areas

« ECA found that more than 2/3 of
the airports have largely
overlapping catchment areas and
often a large number of residents
could reach several competing
airports in less than two hours

Empty and unused airport infrastructures

The cargo project at Thessalonild 2rport in Greece involved buliding two new €100 torminal bulidings, the
FeNOVITION Of Two existing Cargo buikdings and the CONStrUCtIon of 3 parking area. The two newly bult Cargo

emply (100 P1 7), and only one of the two renovated cargo bulldings was in reguiar
ute 3t the time of the Judit visit (EU funds involved: 7 milion curol. There was no evidence of any study being
Carmied out 10 demonstrate 3 Nedd 1o extend Capacity for Jir Cargo in the region.

European
Commission




EU GEOSTAT projects

®

2015- 2016 GEOSTAT 2
Point-based geocoding
infrastructure for

statistics
2010 - 2014 (Comp|eted)
GEOSTAT 1
EU-wide population
grid
(completed)

e

2017 - 2019 GEOSTAT 3
A European version of
the Statistical Geospatial

Framework
(completed)

2020 - 2022 GEOSTAT 4
Finalise and implement in
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Supporting the Integration of Statistics and Geospatial data

Figure 2: Service areas within 30 minutes driving time of an
emergency medical care centre

Figure 2: Commuting distance and median time
B

Merging statistics and
geospatial information
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Over 40 national projects on merging statistics
and geospatial information supported by Eurostat

Flgura 1: Example of spatial visualisation of demographic data, Poland Figure 1: Migratory flows to [taly, 2012-2015
Flgure 1: Most frequent distance travelled by economlcally active

commuters, 2013
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Summary

The GISCO team:

« A support and coordination service of the European Commission on the use of GIS

Maintains the geographical reference database

Analytical and development capacity

As part of the ESS: promotes and supports the integration of geospatial information and statistics

Represents internationally the EC on geographical information related actions.
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You can contact us:

estat-gisco@ec.europa.eu

Thank you




