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UN-GGIM: Making a Difference 
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The first 5 years: 

Establishment of UN-GGIM 
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UN-GGIM: A global geospatial mandate 

At its 47th plenary in July 2011, ECOSOC, 

recognizing the need to promote international 

cooperation in the field of global geospatial 

information, established the Committee of 

Experts on Global Geospatial Information 

Management (UN-GGIM), and: 

• Requested the Committee to present to 

ECOSOC in 2016 a comprehensive review of all 

aspects of its work and operations, in order to 

allow Member States to assess its 

effectiveness. 

• Encouraged Member States to hold regular 

high-level, multi-stakeholder discussions on 

global geospatial information, including 

through the convening of global forums, with a 

view to promoting a comprehensive dialogue 

with all relevant actors and bodies. 
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Reporting to ECOSOC, a formal inter-governmental 
UN Committee of Experts to: 

• Discuss, enhance and coordinate Global Geospatial 
Information Management activities by involving 
Member States at the highest level. 

• Work with Governments to make joint decisions and 
set directions on the use of geospatial information 
within national and global policy frameworks. 

• Address global issues and contribute collective 
knowledge as a community with shared interests and 
concerns. 

• Develop effective strategies to build geospatial 
capacity in developing countries. 

• To make accurate, reliable and authoritative 
geospatial information readily available to support 
national, regional and global development. 

 

UN-GGIM: Aims and objectives 
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Second Session of the Committee of Experts 

August 2012 

 

“…building effective geospatial 

infrastructures and promoting 

greater use of geospatial 

information are part of a new 

frontier in harnessing science and 

technology for advancing 

sustainable development.” 
 

Wu Hongbo 

Under-Secretary-General for 

Economic and Social Affairs 

August 2012 
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1. Develop a national, regional and global strategic framework for 
geospatial information; 

2. Establish best practices in institutional arrangements, legal and 
common frameworks; 

3. Build capability and capacity, especially in developing 
countries; 

4. Assuring the quality of geospatial information; 

5. Promoting data sharing, accessibility and dissemination; 

6. Embracing trends in information technology; 

7. Promoting geospatial advocacy and awareness; 

8. Partnering with civil society and the private sector; and 

9. Linking geospatial information to statistics. 

 
http://ggim.un.org/2nd%20Session/E-C20-2012-5%20Inventory%20of%20Issues%205%20July.pdf 

UN-GGIM: Inventory of issues 
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Annual Sessions of the UN-GGIM Committee of Experts: 
1. Seoul, Republic of Korea, October 2011 

2. UNHQ, New York, August 2012 

3. Cambridge, United Kingdom, July 2013 

4. UNHQ, New York, August 2014 

5. UNHQ, New York, August 2015 

6. UNHQ, New York, August 2016 

 

High-Level Forums on Global Geospatial Information 

Management: 
1. Seoul, Republic of Korea, October 2011 

2. Doha, Qatar, February 2013 

3. Beijing, China, October 2014  

4. Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, April 2016 
 

 

UN-GGIM: Global meetings 
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UN-GGIM: Global convening power 
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Statistics Geospatial 

UN-GGIM: Integration of professional 

communities 

Thematic Areas Observations 

http://www.google.nl/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.udask.eu/remote-sensing-ag/&ei=Qu_AVJkLxOdSpbqCwAQ&bvm=bv.83829542,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNFVWm-1Oaife_rtN2OmHR6a0oG86A&ust=1422016686042533


Positioning geospatial information to address global challenges 

Establishing a regional architecture of UN-GGIM 
 

UN-GGIM Bureau: 

Co-Chairs: USA, China and Mexico; Rapporteur: Burkina Faso  

UN-GGIM Regional Committees & Chairs: 

• Asia-Pacific: Japan 

• Americas: Mexico 

• Europe: Sweden 

• Africa: Ethiopia 

• Arab States: Saudi Arabia  

UN-GGIM International Networks: 

• JBGIS, Academic Network, Private Sector Network  

 

 

 

UN-GGIM: Integration of regions 
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Significant gap among countries 

Lack of global decision-making 

Mandate of Governments  

High level coordination  

National and global policy frameworks 

Geospatial capacity building  

Address global issues as a community  

Global geodetic reference frame 

Global fundamental geospatial data 
themes 

Institutional arrangements, legal and 
policy frameworks 

Standards and technical specifications 

Integration of geospatial and statistical 
information 

Land administration and management 

Sustainable development and disaster 
risk reduction 

Why a global mechanism? 

Global agenda 

UN-GGIM: Integration of needs and activities 
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UN-GGIM: Capturing geospatial data needs 
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Global Development Agenda 
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17 

SDGs 

169 

Targets 

230 

Global Indicators 

Measuring and 

monitoring progress 
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Future trends in geospatial information 

management: the 5-10 year vision  
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2016: 

Reflection and a renewed mandate 
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• Acknowledged achievements, progress and 

strong regional infrastructure. 

• Well placed to continue to contribute more to 

the work of the United Nations. 

• Broadened and strengthened mandate. 

• Confirmed within the regular UN meetings and 

conferences, with dedicated services. 

• Renamed ECOSOC’s agenda item from 

“Cartography” to “Geospatial Information”. 

• Encouraged Member States to mobilize 

additional funds and resources. 

• Noting the increased role and relevance, and 

efforts in streamlining, ECOSOC requested that 

UN-GGIM report back to the Council within 5 

years on the implementation of the resolution 

and to examine the strengthening of the 

institutional arrangements. 

Resolution 2016/27 



Positioning geospatial information to address global challenges 

• This resolution acknowledges the 

considerable achievements of our 

geospatial information community. 

• It explicitly recognizes the relevance of 

geospatial information for the various 

United Nations policy agendas. 

• It broadens and strengthens the mandate 

of the Committee, addresses the issue of 

sustainable funding, and anchors our 

Committee in the regular UN conference 

calendar. 

• It provides an excellent basis to lift our 

work to the next level. 

Resolution 2016/27 
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Sixth Session of the Committee of Experts 

August 2016 
“This resolution acknowledges the 

considerable achievements and progress 

made over the past 5 years in the coordination 

and coherence of geospatial information 

management. It not only streamlines the work 

of the subsidiary bodies of the Council in the 

field of geospatial information management, 

but it also strengthens and broadens the 

mandate of this Committee as the relevant 

body to report to the Council on all matters 

relating to geography, geospatial information 

and related topics. In short, this resolution 

recognizes the increasing role and relevance 

of the Committee.” 

Wu Hongbo 

Under-Secretary-General for 

Economic and Social Affairs 

August 2016 
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GIM Magazine, Editorial, October 2016 
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The next 5 years: 

Consolidation of UN-GGIM 
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1. Maturity: Moving from “GGIM 1.0 to GGIM 2.0” – determining our value 
proposition to ECOSOC in the next 2-3 year horizon. 

2. Strategy and roadmap on the ECOSOC resolution and how we implement the 
new and strengthened mandate. 

3. A new strategic plan for UN-GGIM that considers 2020 and beyond in 5 year 
time steps. 

4. Raising more awareness, including political, of UN-GGIM and connecting the 
political - technical levels within Member States. 

5. Connecting more to the activities of the regional committees, commissions, 
and statistical bodies. 

6. Ensuring effective coordination and linkages across Expert & Working Groups. 

7. Extra-budgetary and funding options, including ways of implementation. 

8. More capacity development for countries in next 5 years – developing guides, 
standards, methods and norms. 

UN-GGIM: Main areas of consolidation 
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IAEG-SDGs              Working Group on Geospatial Information 
Inter-agency Expert Group on SDG Indicators 

Overview of progress to date 



Positioning geospatial information to address global challenges 

Terms of Reference: 
 

 

Tasks will include to consider how geospatial information can contribute 

to the indicators and metadata:  

a) as a direct indicator in itself;  

b) to support and augment statistical data;  

c) to improve the production process of statistical data;  

d) to validate national statistical data inputs;  

e) to communicate and visualize the geographic dimensions and context 

of the indicators where appropriate; and  

f) to provide granularity and disaggregation of the indicators where 

appropriate. 

IAEG-SDGs              Working Group on Geospatial Information 
Inter-agency Expert Group on SDG Indicators 
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Draft 2016/2017 Work Plan: Immediate Activities:  
 

The ToRs called for an initial analysis of geospatial inputs and metadata needs 

for the indicators to be developed and presented to the IAEG-SDGs for 

consideration. For the 2016/2017 period, the work plan will focus on a series 

of activities as follows: 

a) Review the agreed global indicators through a ‘geographic location’ lens; 

b) Review the metadata compiled for the global indicators through a 

‘geographic location’ lens; 

c) Consider and review the tier classifications for the agreed global 

indicators, their level of “maturity” and appropriateness from a 

‘geographic location’ perspective; 

d) Identify existing geospatial data gaps, geospatial methodological and 

measurement issues; 

e) Consider how geospatial information can contribute to the indicators and 

metadata. 

IAEG-SDGs              Working Group on Geospatial Information 
Inter-agency Expert Group on SDG Indicators 
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Relatively little attention has been paid to the challenges countries face in 
effectively collecting and producing data, and in building and strengthening their  
capacities within the national mapping agencies. The beneficiaries of improved 
country capacity to build geospatial infrastructures and use geospatial data and 
information will comprise national governments, regional and international 
agencies, the development research community and the public at large. In 
particular, integrating statistical information and geospatial information, and 
strengthening and standardizing geospatial data exchange capabilities of 
countries, will contribute to improve the availability and timeliness of national 
information. 

Objective: 

To substantively improve and strengthen the production and use of timely, 
reliable and official geospatial data and information which meet the needs of 
national implementations of the 2030 Agenda, are policy relevant, and provide 
government users, decision makers and researchers with data, tools and methods 
to make appropriate and evidence-based decisions.  

UN-GGIM: Capacity development 


