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Where we are after 12 years of INSPIRE implementation

• Different speeds and engagement in Member States

• An EU INSPIRE Geoportal with ca. 155.000 metadata records and 11900 downlaodable 
data sets

What has been initiated under the INSPIRE Multiannual Implementation Work Programme 
until 2020/21

• Various actions to increase data sharing and (technical) flexibility

• Focus on environment eReporting as an (authoritative) use case

• Start identifying pan-European datasets as further drivers 

Further activities as part of Copernicus in-situ coordination

Some history and activites ahead



INSPIRE MIWP 2016.5 work programme

1. Manage and update the priority list of eReporting datasets (environment legislation)

clearly identify the concrete datasets which are to be provided by the MS.

Start with “as-is” data 

Publish priority dataset version 2 https://ies-svn.jrc.ec.europa.eu/projects/2016-5/wiki/

2. Make data available as is

MS have been asked to – voluntarily – make available data covered by INSPIRE „as-is“ 
and identified in the priority dataset list from 15.5.2018 onwards in the INSPIRE 
Geoportal

https://ies-svn.jrc.ec.europa.eu/projects/2016-5/wiki/


INSPIRE MIWP 2016.5 work programme

3. Common and interoperable European data models per reporting obligation/data flow 
that are fit for purpose for the envisaged use case built upon INSPIRE

Areas currently addressed are commonly designated areas (CDDA), EU-Registry as 
part of the Industry Emissions Directive (IED), Marine Strategy Framework Directive 
(MSFD)

Work is starting on noise (END), floods (FD), invasive alien species (IAS)

4. Monitoring the availability of priority datasets as precursor for pan-European 
datasets

Through the (new) dedicated INSPIRE viewer* accessing the INSPIRE Geoportal 
content

* http://inspire-geoportal.ec.europa.eu/pdv_home.html

http://inspire-geoportal.ec.europa.eu/pdv_home.html


Priority Data Sets - EU & EFTA Country overview* http://inspire-geoportal.ec.europa.eu/

* status 19.3.2019

http://inspire-geoportal.ec.europa.eu/


Focus: access to datasets – which is still difficult



Stepwise - based on user needs - identify pan-European datasets built from them

Prioritise data with reference data function

Focus on datasets to which the INSPRIE data models have been applied (PDS task 3)

Next steps regarding environmental eReporting datasets



In situ

C o p e r n i c u s  a n d  I N S P I R E  – p r o o f  o f  c o n c e p t

Copernicus can benefit from the Member 
States’ implementation of INSPIRE.

‘Administrative Units’ was chosen as a 
(simple) test case.

The EEA has made an effort to verify how 
feasible it is to prepare INSPIRE (Annex I) 
data for use by Copernicus.

Another test case dealing with HY and BU 
is on-going.



In situ

A c c e s s  t o  d a t a

The analysis was completed by 
the CORDA Team (Geograma) 
November 2018

In November 2018 only AU 
datasets from 20 countries 
were available. 

Despite the complex  INSPIRE 
implementation conformance 
makes the use of the data and  
information easy.

Full dataset including ‘close to 
INSPIRE data’.



In situ

We are aiming at:

• Creating multi-country datasets from the national/regional harmonised 
datasets discoverable in the INSPIRE Geoportal;

• Overcoming the current data accessibility issues, e.g. availability of services 
and data usability restrictions;

• Streamlining the ingestion of national/regional datasets into a multi-country 
database, benefitting from the progressive implementation of INSPIRE by the 
data providers.

A  n e w  t e s t  c a s e  o n  H Y  a n d  B U



In situ

D i s c o v e r a b l e  H Y  &  B U  d a t a s e t s

• Number of downloadable datasets 
is low, but progressively increasing;

• In some cases, we are able to locate 
additional downloadable datasets.



In situ

C o p e r n i c u s  s e r v i c e s ’  a c c e s s

CORDA



In situ

T i m e l i n e  f o r  m u l t i - c o u n t r y  p r o d u c t s

09/2018 12/2018 03/2019 06/2019 09/2019 12/2019

AU Downloadable harmonized datasets based on member states 

HY Downloadable harmonized datasets based on member states

(priority countries) HY Downloadable harmonized datasets based on 

member states 

BU Downloadable harmonized datasets based on member states 

(priority countries)
BU Downloadable harmonized datasets based on 

member states 



Various activities to build pan-European datasets are under way (but not yet completed)

• UNGGIM core data recommendation

• ESTAT/GISCO activities on transport (railways), geographic names, addresses, local 
admin. units

• INSPIRE Coordination team (ENV, EEA, JRC) work with Member States on priority 
datasets in environment eReporting

• Copernicus in-situ coordination activities

National datasets become increasingly available but access conditions and data quality are 
still very hetergeneous

Conclusions


