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Recall: What we would like to 
achieve…

• …to promote the importance of reliable geospatial 
information to measure and monitor the goals 
(Monitoring and Review)

• Ideally the use of GI should be assessed for all 
targets/indicators

• If we succeed... it will also support our aim to put 
UN-GGIM on a proper budgetary footing in 2016
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=> Need to influence the final negotiations, where the     
decisions on data and indicators are being made
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Well visited event…
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How did the event go…
• Excellent introduction by the Danish Ambassador and Stefan 

Schweinfest
• Good presentations from Indonesia, Jamaica and the USA
• Full room (maybe 80-90 people)
• Good moderation – people stayed 10 min over time to get the final 

part of the discussion: 
– General support to have geo-information used for monitoring, an eye 

opener for many, and a good stepping stone for thinking geo-
information into the SDG process

– A very interesting question popped up: When will geo-information 
officially be include in the Statistical commission in the UN. 

– Very good feedback from the participants after the meeting – so now 
the important follow-up work begins i.e. getting our statement into 
the final text…
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Ambassadors statements…
• This side event aims at providing valuable insights and perspectives 

regarding the use of data and monitoring in achieving the SDGs. To 
this end we have brought in the expertise of a broad set of actors, 
including national geodata agencies and representatives from the 
scientific community.

• Geographic information is an essential element in the extensive and 
complex framework for the implementation and monitoring of the 
post-2015 agenda and mentioned in target 17.18 as one of the 
sources of data relevant for the agenda. 

• Finally, let me highlight that with this side event we seek your 
support for the further promotion of basing monitoring, review and 
accountability on a science-based framework –braced by 
geographic information – in support of an effective and universal 
implementation of the post-2015 agenda.
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Good presentations

• Dr Djajadihardja showed how geographic information 
provides important evidence to inform hard choices on 
how to balance economic development with environmental 
protection. 

• Ms Brown made convincing cases for the value of 
geographic information in assessing and managing the 
socio-economic and environmental issues related to 
climate change adaptation, flooding and hurricane / 
disaster management in Jamaica

• Mr Fridl demonstrated how technology has greatly 
increased our capacity to track changes in our natural 
environment. And how this is a crucial prerequisite for 
adjusting policies and responses.
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Closing remarks

• Laura Poulsen closed the event with the following 
statements:
– It’s been a real pleasure and delight to listen to the breadth of 

observations and perspectives on the topic of geographic 
information and sustainable development.

– Many speakers and delegates provided ample arguments for the 
powerful ways that geographic information and analyses can 
inform facts and evidence-based decision-making. 

– And thus, for reliable, consistent, accessible and timely 
geographic information to play a key role in the monitoring and 
implementation of sustainable development goals

– And for me this is the main takeaway from this event: the 
importance of quality geographic information for measuring, 
monitoring, managing and achieving sustainable development. 
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The event captured by DESA

• http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/news/statistics/geospatial-information-3.html
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